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(57) ABSTRACT

A television screen control apparatus includes a broadcasting
contents data processing unit receiving broadcasting content
for a new channel in response to an channel changing input
signal. When broadcasting content is not displayed during a
channel transition period, advertising information on a back-
ground plane is visible to a viewer.
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1
TELEVISION SCREEN CONTROL
APPARATUS AND SYSTEM INCLUDING THE
SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a television screen control
apparatus and a system including the same, and more particu-
larly, to a television screen control apparatus providing an
advertisement screen for a channel changing time, and a
system including the same.

BACKGROUND ART

A digital television receives broadcasting contents in a
moving picture experts group (MPEG) format to display an
image. The MPEG format includes an intra frame (i-frame), a
predict frame (p-frame), and a bidirectional frame (b-frame)
since a large amount of information is compressed and pro-
vided. Among them, the i-frame to which a method of com-
pressing a still image is applied becomes a reference frame of
a continuous screen.

Therefore, since the i-frame is a key-frame of specific
image data, when a viewer viewing the television changes a
channel, information ofthe changed channel that is new chan-
nel is not displayed on the television until an i-frame for the
new channel is transmitted. A time between a point in time in
which the viewer inputs channel changing instructions to a
point in time in which a display screen displays the contents
of the new channel is called a channel changing time or a
channel zapping time. Research has been attempted in order
to decrease the channel changing time. However, currently, it
has been known that a channel zapping time of about several
seconds is required.

DISCLOSURE
Technical Problem

Accordingly, the present invention has been made to solve
the above-mentioned problems occurring in the prior art
while advantages achieved by the prior art are maintained.

One object that may be achieved by embodiments of the
present invention is a television screen control apparatus
capable of allowing an advertisement screen to be exposed for
a channel zapping time in which a broadcasting screen on a
plane positioned at an upper layer of a background plane is
not present by providing an advertisement screen to the low-
ermost plane, that is, the background plane, of a digital tele-
vision, and a system including the same.

Another object that may be achieved by embodiments of
the present invention is a television screen control apparatus
capable of effectively performing advertisement switching by
switching an advertisement screen for a time in which a
broadcasting screen is provided, such that a background plane
is substantially exposed, and a system including the same.

Technical Solution

In one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a
television screen control apparatus including a broadcasting
contents data processing unit receiving broadcasting contents
information over a channel changed in response to a first
channel changing input signal and providing the broadcasting
contents information to a first plane, a channel zapping adver-
tisement processing unit providing a channel zapping adver-
tisement to a second plane visually positioned behind the first
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plane, and a screen mixing unit combining first plane image
information and second plane image information, each
received from the broadcasting contents data processing unit
with each other to provide a mixed output screen. In the mixed
output screen, the channel zapping advertisement displayed
on the second plane may be exposed from a point in time in
which the first channel changing input signal is received to a
point in time in which the changed broadcasting contents are
provided to the output screen. The first plane may be a video
plane, and the second plane may be a background plane.

The channel zapping advertisement processing unit may
include a receiver receiving the channel changing input signal
and channel zapping advertisement information, a channel
zapping advertisement controller generating a channel zap-
ping advertisement matching table based on channel zapping
advertisement image data and channel zapping advertisement
providing data that are included in the channel zapping adver-
tisement information, and a channel zapping advertisement
database storing the channel zapping advertisement informa-
tion and the channel zapping advertisement matching table
therein. The channel zapping advertisement controller may
determine whether to change the channel zapping advertise-
ment by comparing a broadcasting channel provided to the
mixed output screen to the channel zapping advertisement
matching table when a second channel zapping input signal is
not received for a predetermined time after the channel zap-
ping response signal is received.

The channel zapping advertisement matching table may
match at least one of broadcasting channel information pro-
vided to the mixed output screen and a current time period to
the channel zapping advertisement.

The channel zapping advertisement controller may man-
age a time for which the channel zapping advertisement is
provided in response to the first channel changing input sig-
nal. The channel zapping advertisement controller may gen-
erate a channel zapping advertisement providing result based
on the time.

The broadcasting contents data processing unit provides
application or subtitle information to a third plane visually
positioned over the first plane.

The television screen control apparatus may further
include a display panel displaying the mixed output screen.

In another aspect of the present invention, there is provided
a television screen control system including a channel zap-
ping advertisement server receiving a request for a channel
zapping advertisement to be displayed from a first time in
which a channel changing input signal is received to a second
time in which changed broadcasting contents are provided,
and a television screen control apparatus providing a channel
zapping advertisement image to a second plane visually posi-
tioned behind a first plane which includes broadcasting con-
tents.

The television screen control apparatus may include a
broadcasting contents data processing unit changing the
broadcasting contents in response to the channel zapping
input signal to provide the changed broadcasting contents to
the first plane, a channel zapping advertisement processing
unit providing the channel zapping advertisement image to
the second plane, and a screen mixing unit combining first
plane image information and second plane image informa-
tion, each received from the broadcasting contents data pro-
cessing unit, with each other to provide a mixed output
screen.

The channel zapping advertisement processing unit may
include a receiver receiving the channel changing input signal
and channel zapping advertisement information, a channel
zapping advertisement controller generating a channel zap-
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ping advertisement matching table based on channel zapping
advertisement image data and channel zapping advertisement
providing data that are included in the channel zapping adver-
tisement information, and a channel zapping advertisement
database storing the channel zapping advertisement informa-
tion and the channel zapping advertisement matching table
therein. The channel zapping advertisement controller may
determine whether to change the channel zapping advertise-
ment by comparing broadcasting channel information pro-
vided to the mixed output screen and the channel zapping
advertisement matching table when a second channel chang-
ing input signal is not received for a predetermined time after
the first channel changing input signal is received.

Advantageous Effects

The television screen control apparatus and the system
including the same according to an embodiment of the
present invention display an advertisement image on a back-
ground plane positioned under a general video plane provided
in abroadcasting screen to naturally expose the advertisement
image for a time in which the broadcasting screen is not
provided, such that a point in time of a channel zapping time
needs not to be separately detected in order to provide the
advertisement image.

Since the television screen control apparatus and the sys-
tem including the same according to an embodiment of the
present invention need not to detect a point in time in which a
channel is changed and a point in time in which a broadcast-
ing image of the new channel is resumed in order to provide
a channel zapping advertisement, a configuration for provid-
ing the channel zapping advertisement may be simply imple-
mented.

Since the television screen control apparatus and the sys-
tem including the same according to another embodiment of
the present invention may change the advertisement image
for a time in which the broadcasting screen is provided, such
that the advertisement image is not exposed, a time for chang-
ing the advertisement image is sufficiently secured, thereby
making it possible to stably provide the advertisement image.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will be more apparent from the following
detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram for describing a digital
broadcasting system transmitting an image to a digital type
television;

FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram for describing a display
scheme of the digital type television;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a television screen
control apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a channel zapping
advertisement processing unit according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 5is a block diagram showing an example of a channel
zapping advertisement server according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIGS. 6A to 6D are conceptual diagrams showing an out-
put screen according to the television screen control appara-
tus and a television screen control system according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing a television screen control
method according to an embodiment of the present invention;
and

FIGS. 8A and 8B are views showing a channel zapping
advertisement matching table according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

BEST MODE

Embodiments of the present invention disclosed in the
present specification are only used to describe the present
invention. The invention may be implemented in various
forms, and is not to be interpreted to be limited to embodi-
ments described in the present specification.

The present invention may be variously modified and have
several forms. Therefore, specific embodiments of the present
invention will be illustrated in the accompanying drawings
and described in detail in the present specification. However,
it is to be understood that the present invention is not limited
to a specific disclosed form, but includes all modifications,
equivalents, and substitutions without departing from the
scope and sprit of the present invention.

Terms used in the specification, ‘first’, “second’, etc. may
be used to describe various components, but the components
are not to be interpreted to be limited by the terms. These
terms may be used to differentiate one component from other
components. For example, the ‘first’” component may be
named the ‘second’ component and the ‘second’ component
may also be similarly named the ‘first” component, without
departing from the scope of the present invention.

Unless indicated otherwise, it is to be understood that all
the terms used in the specification, including technical and
scientific terms, have the same meaning as those that are
understood by those skilled in the art to which the present
invention pertains.

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in more detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. Throughout the accompanying drawings, the same
components will be denoted by the same reference numerals,
and redundant description thereof may be omitted.

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram for describing a digital
broadcasting system transmitting an image to a digital tele-
vision.

Referring to FIG. 1, the digital broadcasting system may
include a broadcasting contents providing server 100, a chan-
nel zapping advertisement server 200, a television screen
control apparatus 300, and an advertiser terminal 400. In
addition, a network 500 for communication between the
respective components may be configured.

The broadcasting contents providing server 100 provides
various types of digital broadcasting contents to the television
screen control apparatus 300. The broadcasting content pro-
viding server 100 may include a terrestrial broadcasting sta-
tion, a local cable broadcasting station, an internet protocol
television (IPTV) broadcasting station, a satellite broadcast-
ing station, a video on demand (VOD) server, an application
server, or the like. The broadcasting contents providing server
100 may transmit broadcasting content to the television
screen control apparatus 300 through the network 500 in
response to a channel changing request signal received from
the television screen control apparatus 300, that is, that a user
requests the broadcasting contents providing server 100 to
provide specific broadcasting contents.

The channel zapping advertisement server 200 provides a
channel zapping advertisement to be exposed for a channel
zapping time to the television screen control apparatus 300.
The channel zapping advertisement exposed for the channel
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zapping time may include an advertisement for contents, an
enterprise, a product, a service, or the like. The channel zap-
ping advertisement may be provided in a form of a keyword,
a graphic image, a moving picture, audio, or the like, and the
channel zapping advertisement server 200 may provide more
concrete additional information on the advertisement
exposed for the channel zapping time. In addition, the channel
zapping advertisement server 200 may perform a function of
receiving a channel zapping advertisement request from an
advertiser, calculating a cost for a channel zapping advertise-
ment, and charging the advertiser an advertisement cost.

The television screen control apparatus 300 receives vari-
ous types of digital contents from the broadcasting contents
providing server 100, displays the received digital contents on
a screen, receives the channel zapping advertisement from the
channel zapping advertisement server 200, and allows the
channel zapping advertisement to be exposed for the channel
zapping time.

The television screen control apparatus 300 may include a
set top box for receiving terrestrial, satellite, or cable broad-
casting, a television in which a set top box function is embed-
ded, an IPTV based on the Internet, or a digital device such as
a cellular phone in which a digital multimedia broadcasting
(DMB) or digital video broadcasting handheld (DVB-H)
receiving module is mounted, a smart phone, a laptop com-
puter, a tablet personal computer (PC), a personal multimedia
player (PMP), a navigation device, or the like.

The advertiser terminal 400 is a terminal accessible by the
advertiser that provides the channel zapping advertisement,
and the advertiser may access the channel zapping advertise-
ment server 200 through the advertiser terminal 400 to
request the channel zapping advertisement. The advertiser
terminal 400 may determine a channel in which the channel
zapping advertisement is provided, a time period in which the
channel zapping advertisement is provided, a replacement
cycle of the channel zapping advertisement, and the like, and
then request the channel zapping advertisement. The adver-
tiser terminal 400 determines above-mentioned details
through a channel zapping advertisement request screen pro-
vided by the channel zapping advertisement server 200. In an
embodiment, the advertiser terminal 400 may include an elec-
tronic device capable of performing an Internet connection,
such as a personal computer.

The channel zapping advertisement server 200 may map a
specific advertisement to a channel, an advertisement provid-
ing time period, or the like, based on the channel zapping
advertisement request of the advertiser terminal 400 to gen-
erate an advertisement providing table. The advertisement
providing table may also be transmitted to the television
screen control apparatus 300.

The network 500, which is a wired or wireless communi-
cation network such as a terrestrial wave, a satellite, a cable,
the Internet, or the like, mediates communication between the
broadcasting contents providing server 100 and the television
screen control apparatus 300, the channel zapping advertise-
ment server 200 and the television screen control apparatus
300, and the channel zapping advertisement server 200 and
the advertisement terminal 400. The broadcasting content
providing server 100 transmits digital broadcasting contents
to the television screen control apparatus 300 through the
network 500, the channel zapping advertisement server 200
transmits the channel zapping advertisement to the television
screen control apparatus 300 through the network 500, and
the advertiser terminal 400 sends a request for the channel
zapping advertisement server 200 for the channel zapping
advertisement through the network 500.
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In an embodiment in which the broadcasting contents pro-
viding server 100 transmits the digital broadcasting contents
through a terrestrial wave or a satellite, the channel zapping
advertisement server 200 may be implemented separately
from the broadcasting contents providing server 100 as
shown in FIG. 1to provide the channel zapping advertisement
through another communication network such as the Internet.
However, in an embodiment in which the broadcasting con-
tents providing server 100 transmits the digital broadcasting
contents through the Internet, the channel zapping advertise-
ment server 200 may also be configured integrally with the
broadcasting contents providing server 100.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram for describing a display
scheme of the digital type television.

Referring to FIG. 2, a digital TV may be implemented
using a plurality of planes BP, VP, GP, and CP. The respective
planes have logically specific functions and vertical layers.
That is, in the respective planes, a logically preferentially
viewed layer is present, and a viewer views a screen in which
all the planes are vertically overlaid.

Relative positions of planes herein are described using
vertical terminology. The vertical terminology assumes that a
viewer is positioned above the viewing apparatus looking
down. For example, as used herein, a lower position is further
from a viewer, while an upper position is closer to a viewer.

The background plane BP, which is a plane positioned at
the logically lowermost portion, statically displays a decoded
video or image. Generally, the background plane BP supports
only a specific format such as a moving picture experts group
(MPEG)-2 i-frame (defined in ISO/IEC 13818-2) or a joint
photographic experts group (JPEG) (defined in ISO/IEC
10918-1).

The video plane VP, which is a plane to which a decoded
video is output, is a plane to which broadcasting contents are
output. According to an embodiment of the present invention,
the digital television may include a plurality of video planes
VP, and a plurality of videos may be decoded and then dis-
played on the respective planes. According to an embodiment
of'the present invention, a chip supporting a picture-in-picture
(PIP) function may display a small screen separately from the
present screen in a television screen. In this case, a plurality of
videos may be simultaneously decoded and then displayed to
the viewer.

The graphics plane GP, which is a plane used by an appli-
cation or a subtitle, may include at least one graphics plane. In
addition, the graphics plane may support various colors and
resolutions.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
digital television may further include a cursor plane CP. In an
embodiment, the cursor plane CP, which is a plane used to
display a cursor input through hardware on the television
screen, may not be provided in a system on chip (SoC) for a
general television.

Although certain planes are represented as being posi-
tioned at a logically lower portion, when visually viewed,
since a plane positioned at a logically upper portion may hide
a plane positioned at a logically lower portion, the back-
ground plane BP may be represented as being positioned on a
rear surface of the video plane VP, the graphics plane GP, and
the cursor plane CP. Further, in this case, the cursor plane CP
may be represented as being positioned on upper surfaces of
other planes BP, VP, and GP.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a television screen
control apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, the television screen control apparatus
300 may include an interface unit 310, a broadcasting con-
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tents data processing unit 320, a channel zapping advertise-
ment processing unit 330, a plane processing unit 340, and a
screen mixing unit 350.

The interface unit 310 may receive channel zapping adver-
tisement information from the channel zapping advertise-
ment server 200 of FIG. 1 and receive broadcasting contents
information from the broadcasting contents providing server
100 of FIG. 1. The channel zapping advertisement informa-
tion may include an image of the channel zapping advertise-
ment itself, an advertiser of the channel zapping advertise-
ment, a broadcasting channel in which the channel zapping
advertisement should be provided, an advertisement time
period in which the channel zapping advertisement is pro-
vided, a valid period of the channel zapping advertisement,
and the like. The broadcasting contents information may
include a broadcasting contents image, broadcasting contents
age limit information, and the like.

The interface unit 310 converts a form of the broadcasting
contents information and the channel zapping advertisement
information into a form in which they may be processed in the
television control apparatus 300 and provides the information
having the converted form to the broadcasting contents data
processing unit 320 and the channel zapping advertisement
processing unit 330, respectively.

The broadcasting content data processing unit 320 may
perform an operation such as an operation of decoding the
broadcasting contents information to convert a resolution of
the broadcasting contents information into a resolution
appropriate for displaying the broadcasting contents informa-
tion, or the like. As described with reference to FIG. 2, since
the broadcasting contents are provided on the video plane, the
broadcasting contents data processing unit 320 may provide
an actual broadcasting contents image to a video plane pro-
cessor 341 in the plane processing unit 340 so as to be dis-
played on the video plane In addition, the broadcasting con-
tents data processing unit 320 may provide broadcasting
information other than an image such as a subtitle, or the like
to a graphics plane processor 343 in the plane processing unit
340.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
broadcasting contents data processing unit 320 may display
the broadcasting contents on the plurality of video planes.
Generally, since the broadcasting contents are provided in a
stream form in real time, the broadcasting contents data pro-
cessing unit 320 may decode the broadcasting contents in real
time, associate the broadcasting contents with the planes, and
provide the broadcasting contents to the plane processing unit
340.

In addition, the broadcasting data processing unit 320 may
receive a channel changing input signal C_IN to receive
broadcasting contents information of a new channel rather
than currently received broadcasting contents. In response to
the channel changing input signal C_IN, the broadcasting
contents data processing unit 320 request the broadcasting
contents providing server 100 for the broadcasting contents
information of the new channel through the interface unit 310,
and the broadcasting contents providing server 100 receives
the request and provides the broadcasting contents informa-
tion of the new channel. A channel zapping time may occur
due to the time it takes to transmit, receive, decode, and
otherwise process data to be displayed on a display screen
regarding the new channel. As described above, a channel
zapping time occurs from a point in time in which a channel
changing input signal C_IN is input to a point in time in which
the broadcasting contents of the new channel are provided.

Since no information is provided on the video plane for the
channel zapping time, a black or empty screen may be pro-
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vided through the video plane. Therefore, the channel zap-
ping advertisement may be provided for the channel zapping
time. However, several seconds or more may be required to
detect the point in time in which the channel changing input
signal C_IN is input and to display the channel zapping adver-
tisement on a specific plane, in order to provide the channel
zapping advertisement. Furthermore, since the channel zap-
ping advertisement may not be visible concurrently with
broadcasting contents, a point in time in which the broadcast-
ing contents of the new channel start to be provided, for
example, a point in time in which an i-frame of a broadcasting
contents image of the new channel is provided should be
detected to stop the display of the channel zapping advertise-
ment. However, in the case of detecting a start point and an
end point of the channel zapping time and displaying the
channel zapping advertisement in response to the start point
and the end point, the channel zapping advertisement may not
be provided in time and an excessive amount of operations
may be required. In other words, it may be difficult to serve an
advertisement from a remote server on-the-fly in response to
a channel changing input signal C_IN.

Therefore, in the television screen control apparatus 300
according to an embodiment of the present invention, the
channel zapping advertisement processing unit 330 receives
the channel zapping advertisement information in advance
and displays a channel zapping advertisement image on the
background plane in advance. As described with reference to
FIG. 2, since the background plane BP is hidden for a period
in which the broadcasting contents are provided on the video
plane VP, even though the channel zapping advertisement is
displayed in advance, it does not have an eftect on providing
the broadcasting contents at all.

Although names of the respective planes have been used in
order to implement the digital television and the case in which
the channel zapping advertisement is displayed on the back-
ground plane BP positioned at the logically lowermost sur-
face among the respective planes has been described in the
present specification, the channel zapping advertisement is
not limited to being displayed on the background plane BP,
but may also be displayed on a plane positioned at the low-
ermost portion among the plurality of planes implementing
digital television. For example, a television screen control
apparatus and control system according to an embodiment of
the present invention may also use a scheme of separately
implementing a channel zapping advertisement plane at a
logically lower portion than the background plane BP to
provide the channel zapping advertisement.

Further, since the plurality of planes may be variously
implemented in the digital television, a television screen con-
trol apparatus and control system according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention may use all of the schemes of
displaying the channel zapping advertisement on a plane
positioned at a logically lower portion, that is, a lower surface,
of the video plane VP on which the broadcasting advertise-
ment is displayed.

The channel zapping advertisement processing unit 330
receives channel zapping advertisement information from the
channel zapping advertisement server 200 to provide the
channel zapping advertisement image to the background
plane processor 345 of the plane processing unit 340. As a
result, since the channel zapping advertisement is displayed
on the background plane in a state in which the viewer views
a specific channel, the particular channel zapping advertise-
ment may be determined according to a channel that is cur-
rently being viewed by the viewer, that is, a channel corre-
sponding to the broadcasting contents that are being
displayed on the video plane. According to an embodiment of
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the present invention, the channel zapping advertisement dis-
played on the background plane may be determined in several
schemes.

The channel zapping advertisement processing unit 330
may communicate with the channel zapping advertisement
server 200 for a predetermined time interval to update the
channel zapping advertisement information. For example, the
predetermined time interval may be one minute.

The plane processing unit 340 processes information
received from the broadcasting contents data processing unit
320 and the channel zapping advertisement processing unit
330 so that the information corresponds to particular planes
and provides images of the particular planes to the screen
mixing unit 350.

The screen mixing unit 350 provides an output screen in
which all planes are mixed with one another based on a layer
of the respective planes.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
television screen control apparatus 300 may further include a
display panel 360. The display panel 360 may have an input/
output function and include a flat panel using a liquid crystal
display (LCD), a plasma display panel (PDP), an organic light
emitting diode (OLED), a field emission display (FED), or
the like.

The display panel 360 may be implemented outside the
interface unit 310, the broadcasting contents data processing
unit 320, the channel zapping advertisement processing unit
330, the plane processing unit 340, and the screen mixing unit
350, or be implemented integrally with the interface unit 310,
the broadcasting contents data processing unit 320, the chan-
nel zapping advertisement processing unit 330, the plane
processing unit 340, and the screen mixing unit 350.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a channel zapping
advertisement processing unit according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 4, the channel zapping advertisement
processing unit 330 may include a receiver 331, a channel
zapping advertisement controller 333, and a channel zapping
advertisement database 335.

The receiver 331 may receive the channel changing input
signal C_IN and channel zapping advertisement information.

The channel zapping advertisement controller 333 may
generate a channel zapping advertisement matching table
based on channel zapping advertisement image data and
channel zapping advertisement providing data that are
included in the channel zapping advertisement information.

The channel zapping advertisement providing data may
include the identity of an advertiser of the channel zapping
advertisement, a broadcasting channel in which the channel
zapping advertisement should be provided, an advertisement
time period in which the channel zapping advertisement is
provided, a valid period of the channel zapping advertise-
ment, and the like, as described above. The channel zapping
advertisement controller 333 may provide the received chan-
nel zapping advertisement information to the channel zap-
ping advertisement database 335 to allow the channel zapping
advertisement information to be stored in the channel zapping
advertisement database 335. The channel zapping advertise-
ment controller may retrieve a certain information from the
channel zapping advertisement database 335 and process the
retrieved information.

The channel zapping advertisement controller 333 allows
the background plane processor 345 of the plane processing
unit 340 to display a channel zapping advertisement image
based on channel zapping advertisement data and changes the
channel zapping advertisement if necessary. The change of
the channel zapping advertisement may be performed based
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on the channel zapping advertisement matching table, and the
change of the channel zapping advertisement and the channel
zapping advertisement matching table will be described
below with reference to FIGS. 6D to 8B.

In addition, the channel zapping advertisement controller
333 may recognize a time in which the channel zapping
advertisement is actually exposed to manage a channel zap-
ping advertisement providing result. According to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, in the case in which the channel
changing input signal is provided in a state in which a specific
channel zapping advertisement is displayed and the channel
changing (zapping) is executed, the controller may recognize
that the channel zapping advertisement displayed on the
background plane is visible to the viewer. Therefore, the
channel zapping advertisement controller 333 may manage a
time in which each channel zapping advertisement is exposed
to generate a channel zapping advertisement providing result,
and use the channel zapping advertisement providing result
when it calculates an advertisement cost.

The channel zapping advertisement database 335 may
store the channel zapping advertisement information and the
channel zapping advertisement matching table therein.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing an example of a channel
zapping advertisement server 200 of FIG. 1.

In an embodiment in which the television screen control
system is configured to include the channel zapping adver-
tisement server 200 and the television screen control appara-
tus 300 will now be described.

The channel zapping advertisement server 200 receives a
request for a channel zapping advertisement from the adver-
tiser terminal 400, generates channel zapping advertisement
information, and provides the channel zapping advertisement
information to the television screen control apparatus 300.

Referring to FIG. 5, the channel zapping advertisement
server 200 may include an interface unit 210, an advertise-
ment accepting unit 220, an advertisement cost calculating
unit 230, a channel zapping advertisement information gen-
erating unit 240, a server controlling unit 260, and an adver-
tisement database 250.

The interface unit 210 may convert a form of information
received from the advertiser terminal 400 or the television
screen control apparatus 300 into a form appropriate for the
channel zapping advertisement server 200. The interface unit
210 may convert to a form of information appropriate for the
advertiser terminal 400 or the television screen control appa-
ratus 300, and then provide the information to the advertiser
terminal 400 or the television screen control apparatus.

The advertisement accepting unit 220 accepts a request for
the channel zapping advertisement from the advertiser termi-
nal 400. The request for the channel zapping advertisement
may include information such as a broadcasting channel, a
time period, a region, and the like, in which the channel
zapping advertisement should be provided. The information
accepted through the advertisement accepting unit 220 may
be provided to the channel zapping advertisement informa-
tion generating unit 240 to thereby become a basis for gener-
ating the channel zapping advertisement information.

The advertisement cost calculating unit 230 may calculate
an advertisement cost based on the channel zapping adver-
tisement providing result provided from the television screen
control apparatus 300 and charge the advertiser terminal 400
for the advertisement cost. The advertisement cost may be
calculated based on a cost per an exposure of the channel
zapping advertisement. Alternatively, the advertisement cost
may be calculated by adding a basic cost and an additional
cost. In an embodiment, the basic cost may be determined
based on a predetermined exposure number of the advertise-
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ment that may correspond to a minimum cost for a certain
advertisement, and the additional cost may be determined
based on a number of exposures that exceeds the predeter-
mined exposure number.

The advertisement database 250 stores the channel zapping
advertisement information therein. Although the channel
zapping advertisement database 335 stores the channel zap-
ping advertisement image therein, the channel zapping adver-
tisement database 335 may have a limited storage capacity, so
information may be stored in the advertisement database 250.

The server controlling unit 260 controls general operations
of the channel zapping advertisement server 200, and may
include a processor.

FIGS. 6A to 6D are conceptual diagrams showing an out-
put screen provided according to the television screen control
apparatus and a television screen control system according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6A is a diagram showing a general viewing situation
in which broadcasting contents are provided on a video plane
VPa in a state in which the channel zapping advertisement is
displayed on a background plane BPa.

Referring to FIG. 6A, since the broadcasting contents are
provided on the video plane VPa, the channel zapping adver-
tisement displayed on the background plane BPa is not
exposed, and it visually seems as if only the broadcasting
contents are provided on the video plane VPa.

FIG. 6B is a diagram showing a process of requesting
broadcasting contents information of a new channel and
receiving and processing the broadcasting contents informa-
tion of the new channel without receiving broadcasting con-
tents information previously provided on the video plane VPa
in response to a channel changing input signal.

Referring to FIG. 6B, since there is no information to be
displayed on the video plane VPb, visually, the video plane
VPb is penetrated and the background plane BPb is exposed.
Therefore, the channel zapping advertisement on the back-
ground plane BPa of FIG. 6A is exposed.

Although the channel zapping advertisement displayed on
the background plane BPb has already been presented to the
screen during the previous broadcast, it may visually seem
that the channel zapping advertisement is newly displayed on
the screen.

According to an embodiment of the present invention,
guide information indicating that the channel is currently
being changed may also be displayed on a cursor plane CPb,
or the like, positioned over the video plane BPb.

FIG. 6C is a diagram showing an embodiment in which the
broadcasting contents of the new channel are received and
processed and are displayed on a video plane VPc, inresponse
to a channel changing input signal.

When the broadcasting contents of the new channel are
provided, it hides the channel zapping advertisement of the
background plane BPc, similar to the case of FIG. 6A.

Referring to FIGS. 6 A to 6C, although the channel zapping
advertisement is displayed on the background planes BPa,
BPb, and BPc as it is, since the video planes VPa, VPb, and
VPc are changed, there is a visual effect as if the channel
zapping advertisement appears and then disappears. How-
ever, since no processing is performed on the background
plane for a channel zapping time, the television screen control
apparatus and the system including the same according to an
embodiment of the present invention may provide the channel
zapping advertisement without detecting the channel zapping
time and provide the channel zapping advertisement without
hindering the broadcasting contents.

FIG. 6D is a diagram showing an embodiment in which the
channel zapping advertisement is changed based on informa-
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tion related to the concurrently broadcasted channel, after the
channel is changed in response to the channel changing input
signal and thus the new channel is presented in the video
plane.

When the channel is changed according to the channel
changing input signal and the viewer views another channel,
characteristics of the broadcasting contents that have been
previously provided are changed. For example, when a chan-
nel zapping advertisement targeting viewers that are viewing
news is provided in FIG. 6 A and a channel zapping advertise-
ment targeting viewers that are viewing a home shopping
channel is provided in FIG. 6C, an advertisement effect may
be maximized.

Therefore, the television screen control apparatus and the
system including the same according to an embodiment of the
present invention do not change the channel zapping adver-
tisement for the channel zapping time, but may change the
channel zapping advertisement for a period in which the
broadcasting contents are being provided on the video plane.
In other words, advertisements may be changed while normal
broadcasting contents are being viewed.

The channel zapping advertisement controller 333 of FIG.
4 may determine whether the channel changing input signal
C_IN is again input for a predetermined time after an initial
input of channel changing input signal C_IN. After the chan-
nel changing input signal C_IN is input, when a first time (for
example, two seconds) elapses, the broadcasting contents of
the new channel may be provided. In addition, when the
channel changing input signal C_IN is not again input until a
second time (for example, ten seconds) elapses, it may be
determined that the channel has been changed and the new
channel has been viewed. Therefore, the channel zapping
advertisement controller 333 may identify a channel zapping
advertisement matched to a channel corresponding to broad-
casting contents that are currently being provided on the
video plane when the channel changing input signal C_IN is
not again input for a predetermined time corresponding to the
sum of the first and second times.

That is, the channel zapping advertisement controller 333
determines whether the channel zapping advertisement
matched to the channel that is currently being viewed by the
viewer is being provided, requests the channel zapping adver-
tisement server 200 to change the channel zapping advertise-
ment or receives the channel zapping advertisement image
from the channel zapping advertisement database 355 in the
case in which the channel zapping advertisement is changed,
and provides the changed channel zapping advertisement
image data to the background plane processor 345 of the
plane processing unit 340 to change the channel zapping
advertisement.

Since the broadcasting contents are provided on a video
plane VPd, a change of the channel zapping advertisement is
not visible to a viewer. However, subsequently, when the
channel is changed in response to the channel changing input
signal, the changed channel zapping advertisement is
exposed.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing a television screen control
method according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, the channel zapping advertisement is
displayed on the background plane based on the channel
zapping advertisement information (S710). Since the televi-
sion screen control apparatus and the system including the
same according to an embodiment of the present invention
display the channel zapping advertisement on the background
plane in advance for a period in which the broadcasting con-
tents are provided, the channel zapping advertisement may be
provided without a delay time as compared with a case in
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which the channel zapping advertisement is provided in
response to the channel changing input signal.

Then, in the case in which the channel changing input
signal is received (S720, YES), the broadcasting contents
information of the new channel is received and displayed on
the video plan (S725). A period in which the corresponding
step is performed may correspond to the channel zapping
time. In such an embodiment, the channel zapping advertise-
ment displayed in S710 is exposed without displaying any
information on the video plane.

A mixed screen including both video plane VP and back-
ground plane BP is displayed according to the broadcasting
contents information of the new channel (S730). This mixed
screen may be continuously displayed even though the chan-
nel is not changed.

In the case in which the viewing for the channel is main-
tained for a predetermined time (S740, YES), it is determined
whether a current channel and a channel zapping advertise-
ment are matched to each other based on the channel zapping
advertisement matching table (S743). The predetermined
time may correspond to the sum of first and second times
elapsing after the channel changing input signal is input.

In the case in which the channel zapping advertisement
displayed on the background plane does not correspond to
with the channel that is currently being viewed, a channel
zapping advertisement matched to the channel that is cur-
rently being viewed is displayed on the background plane
(S745).

At the time of the next channel changing, the changed
channel zapping advertisement is exposed.

In the case in which the channel zapping advertisement
displayed on the background plane is matched to the channel
that is currently being viewed, there is no need to change the
channel zapping advertisement.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are views showing a channel zapping
advertisement matching table according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

The channel zapping advertisement matching table may be
generated by the channel zapping advertisement controller
333 based on the channel zapping advertisement information
received from the channel zapping advertisement processing
unit 330. Since the channel zapping advertisement informa-
tion may be changed by the channel zapping advertisement
server 200 itself or through an external input of the advertiser
terminal 400, the channel zapping advertisement processing
unit 330 may update the channel zapping advertisement
matching table at a predetermined interval.

Referring to FIG. 8A, broadcasting channels and channel
zapping advertisements are matched to each other. That is, in
the case in which the channel zapping advertisement is
matched to the channel that is currently being viewed, when
the channel is changed, the channel zapping advertisement
that is displayed on the background plane in advance at the
time of being previously viewed is exposed.

For example, a channel zapping advertisement of H motor
group is displayed on the background plane for a period in
which SBS (Seoul Broadcasting System) is viewed. In the
case in which the viewer changes a channel to MBC (Mun-
hwa Broadcasting Corporation), the channel zapping adver-
tisement of H motor group is exposed, and in the case in
which MBC is viewed without inputting a channel changing
input signal for a predetermined time after a channel chang-
ing input signal to MBC is input, the channel zapping adver-
tisement controller 333 determines whether or not the adver-
tisement of H motor group currently displayed on the
background plane is matched with the current channel, that is
MBC.
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Since the channel zapping advertisement displayed on the
background plane is not the channel zapping advertisement
matched to the channel of the broadcasting contents currently
displayed on the video, the channel zapping advertisement
controller 333 provides the channel zapping advertisement of
L. mobile operating company to the background plane,
thereby changing the channel zapping advertisement.

On the other hand, in the case in which the advertisement of
H motor group is matched to MBC, the channel zapping
advertisement is not changed.

In an embodiment, the channel zapping advertisement
matching table may also be generated to have particular ele-
ments for each broadcasting time period as well as each
broadcasting channel that is currently being viewed.

Referring to FIG. 8B, different channel zapping advertise-
ments may be matched to broadcasting channels and broad-
casting time periods. In this case, when the time period is
changed, the channel zapping advertisement may be changed
without responding to the channel changing input signal.

For example, in the case in which broadcasting contents
information of KBS1 (Korean Broadcasting System 1) is
displayed on the video plane before 13:00, a channel zapping
advertisement of S clothing is displayed on the background
plane. Even in the case in which the channel changing input
signal is not provided after 13:00, such that the broadcasting
contents of KBS is continuously being displayed on the video
plane, the channel zapping advertisement controller 333
determines the time period to provide a channel zapping
advertisement of N snack to be displayed on the background
plane.

Therefore, channel advertisement information appropriate
for viewers of a specific channel and more appropriate for
viewers sub-divided for each time period in which they view
broadcasting contents may be provided.

A television screen control apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention displays the channel
zapping advertisement on the background plane that is not
viewed for a period in which the broadcasting contents are
provided, thereby making it possible to naturally expose the
channel zapping advertisement for the channel zapping time
and not to have an effect on providing the broadcasting con-
tents of the new channel. Therefore, the channel zapping
advertisement may be simply and effectively provided.

In addition, since a television screen control system
according to an embodiment of the present invention may
change the channel zapping advertisement displayed on the
background plane for the period in which the broadcasting
contents are provided, a process of changing the channel
zapping advertisement is not visually exposed, such that a
delay time such that the black or blank screen caused by
changing the channel zapping advertisement is not generated.

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art to which the
present invention pertains that the present invention described
above is not limited to the above-mentioned embodiments
and the accompanying drawings, but may be variously sub-
stituted, modified, and altered without departing from the
scope and spirit of the present invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The television screen control apparatus and the system
including the same according to an embodiment of the
present invention may be used in an industrial field for trans-
mitting broadcasting and advertisement images using an
apparatus for controlling a television screen.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A television screen control apparatus comprising:

a broadcasting contents data processing unit configured to
receive new broadcasting contents when a channel is
changed in response to a first channel changing input
signal, to provide currently received broadcasting con-
tents to a first plane, and to provide the new broadcasting
contents to the first plane in response to the first channel
changing input signal;

a channel changing advertisement processing unit config-
ured to provide a channel zapping advertisement to a
second plane visually positioned behind the first plane,
wherein a size of the second plane is substantially the
same as a size of the first plane, the second plane being
hidden by the first plane when currently received broad-
casting contents or new broadcasting contents are pro-
vided to the first plane, the second plane being displayed
only after the first channel changing input signal and
before the new broadcasting contents are provided; and

a screen mixing unit configured to combine first plane
image information and second plane image information,
each received from the broadcasting contents data pro-
cessing unit, with each other to provide a mixed output
screen,

wherein the channel changing advertisement processing
unit includes:

areceiver configured to receive the channel changing input
signal and channel zapping advertisement information;

a channel zapping advertisement controller configured to
generate a channel zapping advertisement matching
table based on channel zapping advertisement image
data and channel zapping advertisement providing data
that are included in the channel zapping advertisement
information; and

a channel zapping advertisement database configured to
store the channel zapping advertisement information
and the channel zapping advertisement matching table
therein, and

wherein the channel zapping advertisement controller
determines whether to change the channel zapping
advertisement by comparing a broadcasting channel
provided to the mixed output screen to the channel zap-
ping advertisement matching table when a second chan-
nel changing input signal is not received for a predeter-
mined time after the first channel changing input signal
is received.

2. The television screen control apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the channel zapping advertisement dis-
played on the second plane is exposed from a point in time in
which the first channel changing input signal is received to a
point in time in which the new broadcasting contents are
provided to the first plane.

3. The television screen control apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the channel zapping advertisement match-
ing table matches at least one of broadcasting channel infor-
mation provided to the mixed output screen and a current time
period to the channel zapping advertisement.

4. The television screen control apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the channel zapping advertisement control-
ler manages a time for which the channel zapping advertise-
ment is provided in response to the first channel changing
input signal, and the channel zapping advertisement control-
ler generates a channel zapping advertisement providing
result based on the time.

5. The television screen control apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein the broadcasting contents data processing
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unit provides application or subtitle information to a third
plane visually positioned over the first plane.

6. The television screen control apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising a display panel configured to
display the mixed output screen.

7. The television screen control apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the first plane is a video plane, and the
second plane is a background plane.

8. A television screen control system comprising:

a channel zapping advertisement server configured to
receive a request for a channel zapping advertisement to
be displayed from a first time in which a first channel
changing input signal is received to a second time in
which changed broadcasting contents are provided; and

atelevision screen control apparatus configured to provide
a channel zapping advertisement image to a second
plane visually positioned behind a first plane which
includes broadcasting contents, a size of the second
plane being substantially the same as a size of the first
plane, the second plane only being displayed after the
first time and before the second time, the second plane
being hidden by the first plane when the broadcasting
contents are provided to the first plane,

wherein the television screen control apparatus includes:

a broadcasting contents data processing unit configured to
change the broadcasting contents in response to the first
channel changing input signal to provide the changed
broadcasting contents to the first plane,

a channel zapping advertisement processing unit config-
ured to provide the channel zapping advertisement
image to the second plane, and

a screen mixing unit configured to combine first plane
image information and second plane image information,
each received from the broadcasting contents data pro-
cessing unit, with each other to provide a mixed output
screen,

wherein the channel zapping advertisement processing
unit includes:

a receiver configured to receive the first channel changing
input signal and channel zapping advertisement infor-
mation,

a channel zapping advertisement controller configured to
generate a channel zapping advertisement matching
table based on channel zapping advertisement image
data and channel zapping advertisement providing data
that are included in the channel zapping advertisement
information, and

a channel zapping advertisement database configured to
store the channel zapping advertisement information
and the channel zapping advertisement matching table
therein, and

wherein the channel zapping advertisement controller
determines whether to change the channel zapping
advertisement by comparing broadcasting channel
information provided to the mixed output screen and the
channel zapping advertisement matching table when a
second channel changing input signal is not received for
a predetermined time after the first channel changing
input signal is received.

9. The television screen control system according to claim

8, wherein the first plane is a video plane, and the second
plane is a background plane.

10. The television screen control system according to claim
8, wherein the channel zapping advertisement matching table
matches at least one of broadcasting channel information
provided to the mixed output screen and a current time period
to the channel zapping advertisement.
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11. The television screen control system according to claim
8, wherein the channel zapping advertisement controller
manages a time in which the channel zapping advertisement
is provided for each channel zapping advertisement in
response to the first channel changing input signal.
12. The television screen control system according to claim
11, wherein the channel zapping advertisement server
is configured to accept a channel zapping advertisement
request from an external advertiser server; and
calculate a cost to be imposed on the advertiser server
based on the time in which the channel zapping adver-
tisement is provided.
13. A method, comprising:
displaying first broadcasting contents on a first plane of a
television screen;
providing a zapping advertisement image to a second plane
of the television screen, the second plane being under-
neath the first plane;
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exposing the zapping advertisement image of the second
plane after a channel changing input is received and
during a channel zapping time;
displaying second broadcasting contents corresponding to
the channel changing input on the front plane when the
channel zapping time has elapsed; and
determining whether to change the channel zapping adver-
tisement image by comparing broadcasting channel
information and a channel zapping advertisement
matching table when a second channel changing input
signal is not received for a predetermined time after the
first channel changing input signal is received,
wherein the zapping advertisement image is hidden when
the first and second broadcasting contents are displayed.
14. The method of claim 13, wherein the zapping adver-
tisement image is provided to the second plane before the
channel changing input is received.
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